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A dean named Joe 
The man from Arkansas who came to this campus 
a year ago as Dean of the University's School of 
Law began acti.ng and talking like a Missourian soon 
after his arrival. Dr. Joe E. Covington obviously was 
shown enough by the natives, in Columbia and 
around the state, to imbue him with an enthusiasm 
for his new surroundings. (Perhaps this is as good a 
time as any to clarify the record on the dean's first 
name. It really is .Toe. Colleagues at Harvanl c:hicled 
that his parents chose the short version because they 
could not spell Joseph). 
The dean lost no time in becoming a Missouri 
traveler. When there were no Bar meetings to attend, 
he sometimes got in a car and drove off through his 
new state, to meet people. Stopping in small towns 
and large ones, he made himself known to local law-
yers. "\1Vherevcr he went he Found the reception warm 
and cordial, particularly from alumni. 
A visit to Dean Covington in his office just before 
he left for a vacation after twelve months on the job 
showed him to be a shirt-sleeved administrator who 
keeps a tie and jacket hanging nearby for emergency 
use. 1n looking back over his first year he had a choice 
of many topics to talk about, such as the new four-
story addition to Lee H. Tate Hall, the Law 
School's enlarged library services, and the School's 
basic aims in the training of students-as well as the 
contacts he has maclc. Contacts were available whole-
sale on the occasion of his first Law Day, held an-
nually on the campus in the spring. 
"It was an interesting experience for me," he said, 
"and it was amazing to see hundreds of alumni and 
friends of the Law School pouring into Columbia to 
greet one another and to check on the progress of 
the School. 
"It indicates the strong attachment the alumni 
have for their Law School, which they realize con-
tributed materially to their success. And since I'm 
new here I can also say that I think it is an indica-
tion of the high regard the former students have for 
the faculty. I frequently hear lawyers say, 'I want 
to get back on Law Day to see the Oki Gray Fox' or 
some other affectionate name that students have a 
habit of associating with members of the faculty." 
Thus in his first year, the new dean, an e1iergetic 
ancl friendly man who seems younger than his ,J8 
years, has made hundreds o[ acquaintances around 
the state. He has adapted himself quickly as a 
personable representative of the University, a role 
in which he had distinguished himself at the Univer-
sity of Arkansas. He was serving there as dean or the 
law school when selected for the Missouri opening, 
after Dr. Glenn A. McCleary had requested Lo be 
relieved of the deanship to resume full timt: Leach-
ing. Covington was Acting President at Arkansas in 
1951 -52 and again in the spring of 1 %4-· He filled 
various other administrative positions during his 
years on the Fayetteville campus, which were inter-
spersed with periods of high school teaching, post-
graduate study at Harvard, ancl overseas service in 
\i\Torld War II. 
He was at Arkansas when Missouri voted the bond 
issue for state construction, an action which he said 
''brought much favorable comment from over the 
nation as a very forward-looking move." In his opin-
ion the .$75,000,000 program is one o[ the finest thing-s 
thal has happened in Missouri and the .people will he 
proud of the physical plant of the University wlie11 
present planning is completed, "but by then other 
plans must be made to take care of Lhe needs for an 
ever expanding institution which serves the stah: so 
well." 
The new dean was so impressed with the construc-
tion now in progress that he soon joined the ranks or 
volunteer guides who delight in showing off the cam-
pus to visitors. Naturally, he likes to lliscuss the Tate 
Hall addition now going up, with some emphasis on 
the combination courtroom-classroom as one of its 
attractive features. 
He pointed out that the University of Missouri 
has been one of the few law schools in the country 
without a courtroom in the law building, and this 
made it necessary to use the Boone County Court-
house for the Case Club jury trials. 
"In the new courtroom the1'e will be tables and 
chairs in front for a classroom accommodating about 
65, and auditorium-type chairs will be insta lled in 
the back of the room to provide a total seating ca-
pacity of about 275 persons. The room can be used 
for meetings of the student hotly, institutes for prac-
ticing lawyers, and for other meetings of this type. 
In the opinion of many, the new courtroom will be 
one of the most practical courtrooms in any law 
school. In fact, we believe it is the first of its kind i11. 
any law school. 
"In our courtroom the judge will be seated with 
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his back to the corner of the room, and this will bal-
ance off the jury on the other side with the court 
reporter and witness in between. Several new court-
rooms in Missouri follow this plan for jury trials, but 
ours will also be used for appellate arguments be-
1fore three-judge courts. In appellate cases the student 
,arguing a case will present almost a side view to the 
audience and can be better observed. \!Ve can also 
have demonstrations in this courtroom by practicing 
altorneys and faculty members, with a better view 
of what is going on. \i\Te think the plan will draw 
much favorable attention to the University's School of 
Law." 
Dean Covington spoke with particular pride of 
the library of the Law School, which he called "one 
of the better ones in the Midwest," and of its im-
proved facilities when the addition is completed . 
"vVhen lhe Lincoln University Law School closed 
a few years ago its library was transferred to the 
University of Missouri, making our collection total 
more than 100,000 volumes. The combination of two 
good libraries provides us with a superior libra r y for 
a school of this size. Space has been so limited in Tate 
Hall that almost one-thinl of our books are in dead 
storage far from the Law Building." This, be said, 
was one of the major reasons why additional space 
was necessary for the Law School "for we simply had 
no place to pLLt the books currently being purchased 
without putting others in dead storage." ·with com-
pletion of the new addition, all the books will be 
readily available in one building." 
A conference room, tentatively designated the 
"Alumni Room," is one of the interesting features of 
the second floor. 
"We arc expecting donations from the alumni 
and friends of the School of Law to furnish this in 
an attractive manner," Dean Covington said. "Also 
on the secoml floor will be the administrative- offices 
of the School and a large area will be used for book 
stacks to house some of the volumes that now over-
flow the present library." 
Most of the faculty offices will be located on the 
third floor, which will be the same floor on which the 
present library reading room is found. In the cor-
ridor on the faculty floor there will be space for a 
faculty library of about 17,000 volumes. These will be 
duplicates of books shelved in the main reading room. 
The top fioor of the new addition will be given over 
entirely to library stacks with a capacity of about 
50,000 volumes. 
Dean Covington said former students who com-
plained about the poor lighting in the main reading 
room will be interested to know that new fluorescent 
ceiling lights will be installed in the next few months. 
More shelves are planned for the main reading room 
so that all the National Reporter System will be 
available in that room. In addition more books now 
on the reserve shelves, such as the law reviews, will 
be placed on open shelves. The new shelves will 
break up the open space into small~r study areas which 
is in accordance with modern library planning. 
"Since many practicing lawyers use our library we 
want to provide a room for their use with a type-
writer and possibly dictating equipment," the dean 
said. 
Dr. Covington was asked whether the Law School's 
admission requirements might be revised upward 
some time in the future . It was noted that such rc-
c1uirements had been stilienecl several times in the 
long history of the School. 
"It is reasonable to expect that additional require-
ments will be instituted in the near fulure to assure 
that we get a high quality student," he said. "En-
rollment has increased from 1 ,J5 in 19!\:l to 22ri last 
year. \!\Tith college enrollments on the increase every-
where we can expect our enrollment to continue to 
grow, but we clo not want to become a large l:iw 
school. I personally think we should sel a maxim11m 
enrollment of 300, but we will face lh:tt bridge when 
we come to it. If the facts warrant, I could cha 11ge 
my mind. ,!\Te realize that the University is a state 
institution and we have a specific duty to lhc people 
of Missouri to provide legal training to those who 
apply and qualify. At the same time we want to place 
emphasis on quality instead o[ quality. , ,ve also have 
an obligation to the legal profession t:o prndun: good 
ethical lawyers. There is no place in the prnfe~sion 
for a poorly prepared or unethical lawyer." 'J'h c clean 
added that it is the hope of Law School alumni lo 
provide more scholarships to help deserving students. 
Continued on jmge 35 
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Fot1r freshma11 schol.irships lwve been added through 
allocations frnrn the Alumni A.chievcment Fund. 
"One ol' the main ain1s of the Law School," he 
continued, "is to train ethical lawyers, and we try to 
hold high standards before them. The Honor System 
has worked very succ:essl'ully and it is a fine experi-
ence for students. \tVc also want to train independent 
thinking sllldents and we continue to use the Socratic 
metl10d extcnsivcly. 'This is one reason why small 
classes arc ncn.:ssary. \•\le ;ilso want to train our 
studcnls Lo he good at legal research, and we en-
courage writing for the Law Review. It is our plan 
to offer nwn: serninars which will provide training 
in research and discussion !'or all students. \ 1\/e also 
try to keep our courses pranical since most of our 
graduates will he engaged in everyday relations with 
!he pr;tclirnl business and social relations of' the 
world. 1 n this c·o11ncctinn we also try Lo imbue them 
wilh the idea of' public: service ;1s an ohligatinn o[ the 
auorney. 
":\ pan of the training of our law students is a de-
velopnwut ol' an 1!.1·/1ri/ de rnrjJs. \!Ve have paid a 
great dell of aucn1ion lo student relationships and 
we find that giving rcsponsihi]ity to students de-
velops this confidence and skill in handling matters 
of' greal imporU11H·e whic:h will confront tlll'm in fu-
t11re prac:ti<'c. \,Ve are partic:ularly prnud of' our st.u -
dcnt bar org;111izations and of' our legal fraternities. A 
small .law school suc:h as ours where all student; 
know each other is a good pla('c to develop close-knit 
relationships which arc so valuahlc in later life. lt 
is J'or this reason that we bc.lieve that persons who 
plan t.o practice law in .Misso11ri shoul<l attend a law 
school in this stale, am! of course, from our own 
viewpoint, we have one favorite school." 
;\ f'urther look into Dean Covington's background 
reveals a varied experience. Af'ter receiving his A.B. 
degree from Arkansas in 1rni2, he was a high school 
teacher and supcrintcn<knl of schools for several 
years. It was not until I!Jj8 that he <lcci,le<l to return 
to his alma mater to study law. He earned his LL.B. 
degree in J!)IJO, then pursued post-gr:tdnat:e study as 
a Research Fellow at Harvarcl University, receiving 
an LL.M. degree in 19,p, and the Doctor of Juridical 
Science degree in I!J!J!I- Between the last two dates, 
he was assistant professor of law at Arkansas in 19,11, 
with the Air Force in the Far East and South Pacific 
for several years, then back with the university as 
associate prof'essor in 194(;. Also at Arkansas he be-
came Executive Assistant to the President and Pro-
fessor of Law in 1948, and Provost of the university 
in 1951. He was Provost and Acting Dean of Law in 
1 !J!J!l·!J/3, and became Dean of the Law School in 1 !J!\4· 
In moving northward hy one state the dean has 
found no lessening of hospitality, and he has been 
pleased by the atLitude of' alumni. 
"They have been nice to me," he said, "because 
I represent a Ltw school which is dear to them and 
one which has an l'Xccllcnt swnding a111ong the law 
schools of' the nation. My family and ] have also en-
joyed living in Columbia. The people arc [riendly 
aml have welcomed us into the community. It has 
also been a pleasure to work with the law faculty, 
with the administrative officials of' the University, and 
with the other divisions ol' the University. Law School 
relationships with the Busi11ess Office and Admissions 
Ofhcc have been particularly pleasant." 
As Dean Covington spoke of' this cordial welcome 
to Missouri it was suggested that perhaps the imprcs-
sio11 he was making i11 his first year was one that in-
l'ited such a recqllion. 
"Let's wait another fiv e years," he laughe<l, ''and 
see if they still Jike 1ne then." 
Big day recalled 
In 1906, when enrollment: 
reached 2,000, M. U. celebrated. 
E11rol1111ent figures at the University have been in the 
10,000 area regularly oF rccen t semesters, but there 
was a time, back in I 901i, when it was cause for 
1clebration as the student body population reached 
~.ooo. Miss Elva D. Withers (Mrs. Charles K. Martin) 
became r\o. ~,ooo, she was "queen l'or a clay" and a 
holiday v,,1s proclaimed. As the Sunday St. Louis 
l'ost-Dispa tch of February ,J, 1 !)Ori heralded the event, 
in a two-colum11 headline: "Young \!Vo.man Rises to 
Fame by Enrolling as the 2000th Missouri Univer-
sity Pupil." 
Under her picture was this account: "Miss Alva D. 
Withers is the present heroine of the Missouri Uni-
versity students. She is a popular Columbia girl and 
was known to many students before she was enrolled 
as one of them-but that was not the reason classes 
were suspended and the regular short chapel period 
extended into a long, enthusiastic jollification meet-
ing. The reason was that Miss Withers, either by 
chance or design, was the two-thousandth student to 
be enrolled. With her name, the university stepped 
into the charmed front-rank circle, and in the cele-
bration that followed Miss Withers was not neglected. 
The university reached the thousand mark in I go 1, 
and the faculty was particularly anxious to see the 
attendance doubled in the five years." 
In 1907 Miss Withers married Charles Knox Martin, 
BS EE '05, allll they live at 742 East Elm, Springfield, 
Mo. They have two sons ancl two daughters. The 
brothers, Yale graduates, are Dr. Charles K. Martin, 
Jr., . president of Radford (Va.) College, and Dr. 
Edwin L. Martin, president of State Teachers College, 
Trenton, N . .J. Their daughters are Mrs. Ralph N .. 
McComb (Lois Martin), whose husball(l is head ol 
the library at Penn State University, and Mrs. Elmer 
J. Bennett (Mary Ann Martin), whose husband is an 
attorney at Summit, N. J. 
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